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An lowa Worth Fighting For!

By Jonathan R. Narcisse

As a lifelong lowan | feel fortunate to live in this state.

What makes lowa a great place to live?

| believe itis first and foremost the goodness of our people. And being a kind and caring people
inherently trusted in the decency of others, especially our government officials.

Unfortunately the leaders in whom we have placed our trust, particularly at the state level, have let
Our political parties have also embraced an out-of-date game plan that rewards special, vested an
interests without regard for what is best for lowa and lowans.

Now, if you are happy with the status quo, stop here. Go do something more productive with yo
If, however, you believe as | do, that lowa is a state worth fighting for, that lowa values are worth de
continue.

Core Governance Principles

Thomas Paine said “That government is best which governs least.”

| believe there is absolutely a role government must play in lowa. For example, the state must p
innocent, punish the guilty, resolve disputes and enforce contracts. Government in lowa, howe
become more preoccupied with its own perpetuation than with serving its clients — citizens and ta

This must change!

Every government bureaucracy that exists, every division, every bureau, every title, every staff |
every funded program, every appropriation and every expenditure must be subordinate to these
ations:

* Principle One: Is it necessary for government to do this?

* Principle Two: Is it outcome and results oriented?

* Principle Three: Is it accountable to the public?

» Principle Four: Is it competently staffed, efficient and effective?

» Principle Five: Is it responsive but not reactionary?

* Principle Six: Is itimpartial and consistent?

* Overarching Principle: Government must be braced by personal responsibility.

While government exists to do for the people what they otherwise cannot do for themselves, e.(
or fire protection, government must not absolve the public of personal responsibility.

Good government can only existin partnership with a public held accountable for individual or co
decisions. Government must not deprive the public of precious liberties nor of earned consequt

Instead government must accept thatitis finite and limited by the very strict structure, staffing and
by which it is defined.

Non-governmental remedies must be recognized, and advanced, as valid arbiters of personal ch@
than government interventions, be it the fires of hell earned with a sinful life, an oxygen tank ear
a smoking addiction, or type Il diabetes earned by sucking down fat burgers, fries and quarts of
daily.

In the final analysis, whether the state should or shouldn’t govern these matters is moot.
competent, staffed nor structured to consistently and impartially prevent or control poor personal

To the degree that bad decisions impede or transgress against the rights and liberties of othe
drinking and driving, those choices must be the province of the state. To the extent bad choicjl
primarily the individual, government should neither manage that person’s activities nor pay the
the acquired consequences.

Finally, lowans have well earned their reputation for being a wholesome people. Our stat
embodiment of excellence, ingenuity, and exceptional work ethic. We have good schools, safe stree
neighbors and a set of values — lowa values - that set us apart.

We are an lowa worth fighting for!

“Thatgovernmentis bestwhichgovernsleas

- Thomas Paine




Sate Of The Sate

Source: David A. Vaudt, Auditor of State, August 2009: lowa’s growth in government contrasted against lowa’s stagnant population growth

The State of lowa is at a crossroads. We have higher unemployment than we are used to. We are facing a record budget deficit, and weveatlysate timated Gross
not used to that. We see drug criminality increasing. lowa is on the verge of reclaiming the title of the Meth Capitol of North America. Wezh@val Fund Receipts
become a magnet for illegal immigrants while our educated natives leave the state for better, high paying jobs. Our seniors are leaving with their s « s
wealth. Our population is declining to the point that we are slated to lose a Congressional seat, and we are seeing our once-legendary educationrsss:= &

system coming apart at the seams as our graduation rates decline dramatically. Our economic development is hamstrung by an archaic afigre. B Tatal Receipts:
dysfunctional corporate tax regime. 520 #6.140.0 milion
Meanwhile, our elected leaders continue to prioritize issues like dove hunting and relinquishing our electoral college sovereignty
while avoiding responsible action on the pressing issues facing our state. S ke
In short, as long as lobbyists and vested interests continue to fill political coffers, the people be damned.
There is much to be done. If we are going to rid ourselves of bloated, ineffective government more committed to the whims=of ws= b
o

corrupt union bosses and greedy corporate interests than the taxpayer’s agenda, we will need to take a hard look inside and at otifsélvés. |

Are we willing to put aside our pet projects and personal priorities to secure accountable, responsible governance? Do we have the
courage to make the right decisions?

Each of these problems can be fixed if we are willing to take on the ‘old school’ system. We begin by streamlining state and local government’,
making it smaller, more efficient and more accountable.

The centerpiece of any reform movement must be re-establishing lowa’s proud position as the nation’s leader in public education::\We
need to restore excellence in education by allowing the dollars to follow our students. We need to have a system that allows educational .
entrepreneurship. We need a system that reduces waste, eliminates redundancy and guts the unnecessary education bureaucracy. The
money we save will allow local districts to ensure higher pay for teachers and a higher quality educational experience for our children.

Other reforms include reducing our corporate and property tax rates so that we can keep businesses in, and attract businesses't6, TOWa:™ s s s wuFncras o

lowa must also lay to rest our failed economic development triumvirate of “casinos, prisons and government spending.” These strategies
have not only failed our state but have damaged our state, as well.

looks like. Leadership in lowa must also be willing to tackle the tough issues such as our re-emerging meth crisis and illegal immigration.

Finally, a legacy of leadership must be the goal of the next administration. lowa no longer needs a chief executive that defines his effectiveness by the size of the appropriations he
lowa needs a leader that will facilitate the growth of lowa, not the growth of lowa's government.

We can do it, and we can do it without special interests trumping the will of the people. It's our government, after all.
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jail but for the most part the misfeasance, malfeggage study that changed this state. As part of tiearing exposed the failure of many counties and
sance, dereliction of duty and incompetence getedfort every city, every school district, everythe state to adequately track and document Hepa-
pass. hospital, every local chamber of commerce, wattis C. The result was significant policy and prac-
| am on the “Deace Roundtable on WHO 104@ontacted. tice reforms throughout lowa and at the state
AM” every Friday from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. A It was a massive undertaking that unearthedepartment of Education.
while ago we were asked what we thought about thesues and concerns that still resonate to this day.
field of gubernatorial candidates. The questiofror example we surveyed the 20 largestemployefy | jfe Altering Moment
started me thinking. The field, from the incumbenin each county. The findings inspired changes in Then, on a rather extraordinary day in July of
to the challengers, is really weak, partisan angublic and corporate policies in many communi2003 m’y world came crashing in. We had just
unconcerned with the major issues facing our statees. The same thing happened in areas like jus“%%mpleted the health hearings at the University of
This is not a partisan comment. Gov. Vilsackand culture. One of the things I'm most proud %fowa - our most powerful to date. The collabora-
was an effective Chief of this state. His record is sis we were able to share local best practices wit n with both the Johnson County Health Depart-
much stronger and responsible than that of thetate famous for both its local control and loc ent and the University of lowa had produced
Culver administration. For example Gov. Vilsackisolation. remarkable findings. The exhilaration | felt as |
grew state government by 400 employees over anFollowing the 99 county effort statewide educa- repared to leave campus quickly turned to devas-
eight year period. Gov. Culver has grew statgdon hearings were held. To date they remai tion. | answered my cell phone in the parking
government by nearly 1,700 employees over twonprecedented examinations of two of lowa’s vit, acility on campus - my wife no longer wanted to
years and when the expansion became too weighdgncerns. The series of one, two and three d married.
he ordered across the board cuts instead of rollifigearings not only laid the foundation for legislative Shortly thereafter | found my father dead, my
- back the excess. That isn’t a partisan observati@nd systemic reforms but they gained natiomﬂomewas robbed. and. a few traumatic events lafer
By Jonathan Narcisse - they are both Democrats. media attention. Even the White House and Segyo:-1v lost mv way. '
“An lowa Worth Fighting For: A Ten Step  pojlowing that broadcast | sat down and startetbtary of Education Rodney Paige sought a collabo- Unliie mosty o yle in this state the end of m
Vision for 21st Century Governance” is an effor{yorking on an agenda | believe addresses the reation with us. mariane was feF:)aturped on paue o of the Re iste?/'s
designed to refocus our statewide debate. | loygsyes Jowans care about. But naming problems Again, our findings altered the landscape i oo sgection in a piece \F/)vri%ten by the Iatg Rob
livinginlowa. Thisis a great state. Itis a great placgjgn't interest me. lowans deserve a meaningfubwa. In some instances local efforts emerged. F®lorsellino. It ex osed mv bain my failures. m
toraise kids. I have good neighbors. I can walk thgiscyssion of their issues and solutions. example in Davenport a meeting was called &t pefore a cu?ious statyer:;md’setyme on a,cogrse
streets day or night. | don’t worry about my Kids | this plan | attempt to offer affordable, effec-Third Missionary Baptist attracting more than - s the abyss
getting hit by a stray bullet or getting snatchegye accountable and achievable solutions.  five dozen parents. The meeting, a direct outcome | 4o not drir)llk do druas. and mv gamblin
when they play outside with the neighbor's kids. I Now as a data person | had to resist the temptaf our hearings there, was pivotal in changing the yqiction was conguered geérs ado éu? as withgso
love going to Shakespeare atthe Simon Estes amfn o create a wonkish document. | wanted a torecademic fate of that community. Former Housg, oo o hou?an uis)rll and r?a\;vin loneliness
theater and eating sticky buns and smoked turkgiat would engage working lowans in a relevaneducation chair, Representative Betty Grundber@emé}]dzd medicatin g ¢ g
legs at the State Fair. | especially enjoyed thgiscyssion not a boring one. | hope that wasalledin on the Jan Mickelson Show and stated our g o <ot rescrib%li uor. others receive meth
healthy, yet refreshing apple slush fellow Degccomplished in these pages. efforts resulted in more education reforms thagic ansed b pa street r?arm’acist or their friend|
Moines School Board member Connie Boesen gave | aiso realized that simply producing adocumerany other group’s efforts since she joined thﬁeiphborhoo)c/i casino Igtartedwith overthecounteyr
me the other day from her Applishus stand. ke this would not be adequate. For that reasoniégislature. Our findings transcended race,culturf,atgni ht chats. oroaressed to the vicodin of
lusedtolive in Washington, D.C. Iworked witham hosting town hall meetings in all 99 lowaideology and party. Legislator Jack Hatch, U.S dultfgendfinder’arr)ld Swin village. and eventuall
the House D.C. committee and conducted thgyynties. In that way the ideas and solutionSen. Harkin’s former State Director was our chie eveloped an addiction tg thegdéil sexual mo)r/-
economic analysis for the proposed creation of thgesented can be made available to all lowans badvocate on the Democratic side. Legislator Chu ine epasil scored in the hours wh{en the body of
“State of New Columbia” at the height of the D.C ¢4y also be strengthened by those ideas | have mairson, Jr., at the time chair of the Republica ith comr%/unal prayer, counseling and spiritL):aI

statehood movement. | had the opportunity t@onsidered, and thus, improved. Party of lowa was our chief advocate to the G'O'%'ealing sleep

study all 50 states in detail from job opportunities Our eight point education accountability platform :

to quality of life and safety concerns. became the education platform of the lowa/Ne, .
lowa is where | wanted to live and raise afaminA Legacy Of Impact Jiraska NAACP. Our eight point education acAt My Lowest Point

| love this state. Our lowa values, work ethic, A décade ago | launched an examination
rlf.)wa‘s 99 counties and the key issues impacting o
st

ate.

Gpuntability platform also was endorsed in its At my lowest point | became painfully aware
entirety by the Rural Legislative Caucus and watat the faithful in my midst were willing to
heir entire education plank in their “Grow lowa,legislate my virtue, tax my vice, accept my tithe

” but would not tend my broken heart or set at libert
always translated into the goodness of our goverhPrepared to board a plane to Washington, p.¢lot Government” reform platforr. g y

: " From education we moved to health. Again oufy Spiritual bruises.
ment. lowa’s politicians, for the most part areVhere!lwastoreceive anaward from the Washin ne, two and three day hearings throughout lowa I'™ @ good guy. It took a while for me to realize

accessible, friendly and engaging. Most of our stati2" T'm‘:'t_s Foubndbathrr;] mg_ \t/\rl:fe informed me we . unprecedented. They not only laid th&hatagain. I've had some tough breaks, almost all

legislative, county, city and school district officials /'€ 9€tiNg ababy. The birth momwas armvingty | - oo o i ovive and systemic reforms buiue to my many dumb mistakes. Being raised with
; ; Qmahafrom Louisiana later that day. The baby w. . 9 nasysten . isti

are available to us. We can get their home conta tﬁey gained national media attention. Again, th#owa values and Christian morals | found my out-

information off the internet or from the Countydug within the ‘;Veﬁk' hanged my life's ambition White House and Secretary of Health and Huma®-control promiscuity rivaled only by my moun-
Auditor. ecoming a father changed my lile's ambitiong . .o 1 ommy Thompson sought a collabord@inous guilt and shame. At times | tried to talk to
I had to make a difference for her.

That's not true everywhere. . . ion with us friends, but they were not, especially the pious
Unfortunately the trusting nature of lowans has MY father taught me the most important JOb_é The findinas. again. altered the landscape iAN€S, interested in hearing my confessions. At best
attimes resulted in government with less integrityMan has is to prepare his children to live and thrive 95 aga. ° ffered rapid f lai Beyond that
es| go . MY 4 world without him Usually he taught that/ 0@ Insomeinstances local efforts emerged. Fdpey offered rapid formulaic prayers. Beyond tha
The C|V|.||t.ywe were raised wlth aslowans hgs mad:é‘ ith th ; h , 4K \w&xample in Cedar Rapids, Waterloo and Burlingtothey simply were .unlnteres.tgd in aiding my deliv-
us unwilling to call to task incompetence in gov/©SS0n With the tact of the marine and Korean War * - = = -t o e e d collabora€tance from spiritual captivity.
ernment. And often the people running the sholf€thewas. Tohimlowe my gentle nature and work il groLp - While J hysiciantoth Isick th
: peop 9 : tions resulting in healthy eating and fithess move- While Jesuswasaphysicianto the soulsickthey

are really nice so we excuse the waste, the fraud, thE"'®: ts. In other inst tv and state heaMere not willing to even be an orderly.
- : B ' o Tohim | also owe giving my daughters the same!'c"'t>- N Other Instances county and state hea -
abuse. From time to time an Archie Brooks goes to The result of my gffortgs w);s a ?andmark 3 so@olicies and practices emerged. For example our | plunged deeper into the abyss.

ingenuity and legacy of excellence set us apa

This is a state worth fighting for. L . t
The goodness of our people, however, has not Back then my motivation was a bit different. As



| live less than two blocks from the Drakeunderstood that. So with a message rooted in truthat education is a means to an end but not the prizeipport our ability to get the word out. Work with
University Campus in Des Moines. Alcohol andand accountability, about $750 and Jon’s credithe prize is a state our children can live in, grows to plan and execute the 99 county town halls.
dope are easy to find as are attractive twentgard we took on the most powerful, entrenchedn, and raise their own children and our grandchilSupport our efforts financially, or with a gas card
somethings eager to barter sexual favors for a kimgrotected and corrupt division of local governdren in. or a gift certificate to Wal-Mart or Hy-Vee. |
word and safe companionship; no other paymemtent in lowa’s history. In many ways it made me In leaving the Des Moines School Board llearned the first time | traveled this state you can
required. think about the Rocky movie where Apollo Creedealized the job was not completed. But addressingake 99 counties on lunchmeat sandwiches, chips
A dozen churches are also easy to find. trains Rocky to take on Mr. T. education, alone, would not get the job done eitheand fruit if you have a full tank of gas and don’t mind
Don’t get me wrong. | find lowa’s community  In 2007 | was elected to the Des Moines School As | surveyed the landscape | understood we hatiaying in a rather simple but safe, clean and
of faith charitable, friendly and social, creative andoard. The challenges were great but I had no doutst address our ever expanding, and inadequatetpmfortable motel room. Or put us up for the night.
artistic. | find it powerfully redemptive, caring, we would make a difference. And, despite nearlpperated state and local governments, our out-dfdon’t snore that loud.
compassionate, nurturing and, of course, healingvo years of getting vilified in the media, includingdate tax code, urban and rural economic growth, theWe can take our state back and provide the
But not at 12:40 a.m. a major character assassination piece in The Rdgealth of our state (or rather the obesity), protecuality of life to our children and grandchildren our
Not being adrinker or adrug addict | don’t knowister, more than two dozen reforms were secured lipn of private property, liberties and the restoraparents gave us.
if those unique brands of misery love company. Asur efforts. tion of local control. | realized that fixing our Together we can do this!
agambler | preferred Blackjack solitude and poker We got results! prisons and addressing our drug crisis were as vital
victims. My indiscriminate sex, however, was On July 3, 2009, | announced | would not seeks education reform and that issues like illegghpboyt Jonathan R. Narcisse
predicated on at least one, at times, multiplee-election to the Des Moines School Board ommmigration required a voice of courage and con- Jonathan R. Narcisse is a member of the Des
companions. MacsWorldLive.com for one reason. J. MichaeViction to speak out.
An std scare and the insertion of the largeMcKoy had a list from September 10, 2007, of the We are afraid of the emperor but he’s naked a
female swap where the smaller male swap is sutitings | said | would accomplish during my time orit isn’t a pretty sight!
posed to go altered my reckless behavior. Of courtiee board. Every one of the items was checked off As | surveyed the landscape | became alarmed

oines School Board. He was elected on September

, 2007 and in less than two years secured two
dozen reforms ranging from a new Code of Con-
&Bct, to a renewed prioritization of Safety and

then | turned to food because at 12:40 a.m. then July 3% the dearth of leadership. The irrelevance of thgecurity to a focus on the District’s state worst
Drake MacDonald’s would sell me a Big Mac value We routed the playground bully. current agenda. The dominance of special arﬁ’raduati;)n rates, to ending the relationship with
meal and two apple pies for a dollar even though Yes, we increased awareness of issues like tiested interests in shaping the future of my Ch”TaonrOhde Kitchell thus saving the District up to
nearby churches — their restorations, caring, conshopout rates. drenand all lowa’s children. And | realized NOWWagen million in project management fees.

passion, nurturing, and healings - slumbered peace-Yes, we got the media to finally care and tell theot the time to rest. Jonathanis a Des Moines native. He is a graduate
fully. people (some of) the truth. Our two party system is failing lowans. | do no f Des Moines Tech High and attended Regis

Ironically my eating turned out to be as deadly Butwe also achieved real systemic changes likault Mike Gronstal. | admire him! | think he is OneCoIIege in Denver where he was on the Dean’s List,
an addiction. | swelled to near 280 Ibs and eventthe creation of a meaningful Code of Conduct, aaf the best public servants | have ever seen. He;ﬂ?ayed on the varsity tennis team and fenced.
ally became uninsurable. At 12:40 a.m. | literallyend to social promotion, making safety and secia man of conviction and principle. He has served |}, i< the editor of lowa Bystander and publisher
heard “your blood pressure is too high to let youity a priority, and getting rid of a project managehis constituency honorably. Unfortunately, Ithinkof El Comunicador and lowa Eronteras. He has
leave” from more than one area hospital. Sex, nthat was draining millions from our school coffershis agendais simply wrong for lowa and we cann9{ysted numerous radio and tv shows and currently

a_lllegc_)rical pain m_ed_ication was replace_d by mulwith _Iittle to shc_)w in return. _ afford it. _ _ _ is a regular on the Deace Group Roundtable every
tiple literal prescriptions for diabetes, high blood Prior to getting elected to the Des Moines Atthe same time | remember listening to WHOFriday on WHO 1040 AM from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00
pressure, high cholesterol and insomnia. School Board I realized education in this state couldhen the chair of the lowa Republican Part ' o '

Eventually | gotit -  required a spiritual balm notnot be fixed at the local level. The Des Moinesidmitted he hadn’t even read the platform of the’ Eérlier this decade Narcisse authored a 3.500
asecular cure. Noman made remedy could do wh&thool District’s failures had to be addressed bgarty he was leading. '
getting Christ back in my life would do. As | cause of the impact the failure of a district this sizkeadership, either.
stumbled upon the path, by a fool's chance, mias on swelling the ranks of our prisons, our social education and health hearings. The efforts gained

self-destructiveness was replaced by physicatgrvice rolls, our families in crisis, etc... An lowa Worth Fighting For national media intention resulting in a requestfrom

emotional, and spiri.tual healling. . In. a Juqe 3, 2008' article The .De.s Moines “An lowa Worth Fighting For: A Ten Step the White House to collaborate on health and
At 12:40 a.m. | still experience the lonelinessRegister cited a major study that indicated th?/ision Plan for 22 Century Governance” emergededucation concerns

still contemplate the temptations, but my renewedropouts in 2006 will cost this state $2 billion, & 4 |ogical sequel to the work | produced at the Jonathan likes bowling - he carries nearly a 200
faith has mlade mistrqngler and | now unde.rstamdn. S shar(; Oflth"?‘t dye to the failures of the D€§tart of this decade. The main difference is | knowverage, golfing - he carries nearly a 200 average,
| am not alone. T € singie greatest ff”‘c“’r n mMom_es SC.OO D_|str_|ct._ . better where to start and understand better tlaad chess. He is a former multiple state champion
personal aqd financial coIIapse foIIOW|.ng the end Still, getting this district bac!< on the right pa,thcomprehensive nature of the challenges we fac chess and has twd“Place national finishes.
|Of my ;narrlage was rc?y ,p”t?e d n;y g'gnt igo.ht_:ould only g0 S0 far.kTo really improve educatl.zn lowa is a great place to live. It's a state wortllonathan boxed semiprofessionally while in Wash-
ealr(m;:) strong trees don’t bend they break. | mdlowg reqli)"?ﬁ tadlr:jgbonha corrupt sta(tjeW| §i hting for. That’s what this series does. It doesn’ington, D.C. He was undefeated finishing witha 17-
roc ottoml. ik b education cabal headed by the lowa State Educatigfye|| o problems but offers bold, courageous an@ record before returning to lowa.

Fortunately, unlike Humpty Dumpty, Christ Association (ISEA). impactful solutions. That's what this state needs. Jonathan has one stepson, Johnce, two daugh-

was able to put me back together ano_l now | take it This truth, especially, brought me back to th‘:f\lotthe sophisticated blame game currently takingers, Integrity and Perseverance, and three grand-
one day, sometimes one hour at a time. state stage. Democrats and Republicans quake, #ce void of answers but prolific with accusationshildren

the very thought of crossing the ISEA. | am nof’a game that seeks to so wound the opposition theEmail Jonathan at jon_narcisse@mchsi.com or

Return To Public Life a;]fraid of them, holwever. Ha\éinlg relceiveddmor%cljeficiencies of the attackers go unnoticed.  jon_narcisse@yahoo.com or call him at 515-770-
Itwas close to midnight in July of 2007. Formefhan 400 national, state and local awards and g qeries consists of twelve articles. The first218.

lowa cannot afford tha,, e renort examining key issues throughout lowa’s
99 counties and headed groundbreaking statewide

Des Moines School Board member Jon Neiderba r(leI’S ! holrc]i in high%rssteem bein% named bybtlt}ﬁ/o inthe series are “An lowa Worth Fighting For”, - -
called me and said Phil Roeder, the man | endors(9 uceartsioc: itn ?hIeSIIEo/\\/vat'seh?eroartyeftt reat to publignj the “State of the State.” The remainder of tfe Contributions can be sent tq:
against him, was getting off the Des Moines Scho : articles cover the ten proposed steps. ; ;
Board. He said | had to run. It was late at night and i Read them. An lowa WOI‘th Flghtmg For
| said, “okay.” More Than Education Reform If you think they say something important, c/o 813-25th Street
The truth is had he called me at a decent hour | Education reform is not enough though. Wheshare them. ;
probably would have said no and | think Jor first became an education advocate | understood If you really like the ideas in this document Des MOIHGS, IA 50312







