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Upon the subject of education, not presuming to
dictate any plan or system respecting it, I can only say
that I view it as the most important subject which we
as a people may be engaged in.

— Abraham Lincoln
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I.S.E.A. Endorses Gov. Branstad
Branstad Brings N.E.A. To Table

Education In Iowa: The Branstad Years

One of the top priorities of Gov. Terry Branstad was
securing a legacy as “The Education” Governor.

A key component of creating that legacy was effectively
relinquishing control of the state’s education system over
to the I.S.E.A. (Iowa State Education Association.) As
Iowa ’s governor, Terry Branstad handed the reigns to the
ISEA, and as chairman of the National Governor’s Asso-
ciation, he invited the N.E.A. (National Education Asso-
ciation) to set national academic priorities.

Gov. Branstad’s acquiescence earned him more than
praise from the union bosses, it earned him a rare endorse-
ment over House Speaker Donald D. Avenson, the Demo-

crat and a lifelong ally of the teacher’s union.
While the betrayal of Avenson was controversial Gov.

Branstad’s “180 degrees” flip on education and his capitu-
lation to the N.E.A. were listed as keys to consummating
the marriage with I.S.E.A.

In the October 10, 1990 edition of “Education Week”
Branstad’s support from the union is well documented.

The article was titled: “Teachers' Unions Jockey To
Sway Races in Pivotal Election Year” by Peter Schmidt and
makes clear the intentions of the nation’s two most pow-
erful education unions, The N.E.A. or National Education
Association and A.F.T. or the American Federation of
Teachers. Now the A.F.T. has historically focused on
getting more money and better benefits for its members of
the two titans.

The N.E.A., however, has defined as a core part of its
mission the promotion of a social agenda that has nothing
to do with education. For example, their website: nea.org,
prominently featured an article under their news releases
entitled “NEA president joins Obama's call for comprehen-
sive health insurance!

Beyond driving a non-education based social agenda the
N.E.A. has defined as a top priority the indoctrination of
our nation’s students. In his speech at the August 2009
N.E.A. Convention outgoing N.E.A. general counsel Bob
Chanin not only boasted the N.E.A. has become the
nation’s most powerful union but praised the group’s
emergence as "the nation's leading advocates for the..liberal
social and economic agenda." The speech was made at the
same event at which the NEA went on record in support of
laws legalizing homosexual marriage.

Chanin also stated, as reported in the “Education Re-
porter”: “It is not because of creative ideas; it is not because
of the merit of our position; it is not because we care about
children; it is not because we have a vision of a great public
school for every child. NEA and its affiliates are effective
advocates because we have power...”

To view his speech online goto: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=bqn1rvv7Fis.

Branstad: Continued on page 2

“...we would lose credibility as an organization
if we failed to support a Governor who had

turned 180 degrees...”
- Bill Sherman, I.S.E.A. spokesman

While Iowa’s state quarter features a one room
schoolhouse, during Governor Branstad’s years
small school districts were consolidated at a much
higher rate than during the Vilsack-Culver years.

For every 1.25 small districts eliminated dur-
ing the Vilsack-Culver years 4.0 small districts
were eliminated while Branstad was Governor.

In fact, the subject of the Hollywood hit “The
Final Season” Norway, Iowa was forced to consolidate
by the Branstad Administration’s department of education.

Until 1991, Norway was a state baseball dynasty winning a dozen state
titles and putting nearly a dozen and a half players in the pros and countless
athletes into college ball.

Perhaps instead of focusing on small districts that produced excellence the
Branstad Administration should have been honest about the emerging crisis
of our state’s larger failing school districts.

Official, yet decep-
tive, graduation figures
are nothing new in Iowa.

It may not surprise
Iowans that just over
50% of Des Moines
North High’s students
graduated in 2009.

What may surprise
Iowans, however,  is that
only 162 of Des Moines
North High’s 312 stu-
dents from the freshmen
class of 1991 made it to
the senior class of 1994
- less than 52 percent!

“Who cares if they steal the money, we’ll just go
back to the legislature and get more.”

- Alan Young, President of the D.M.E.A. -

Despite Iowa’s legendary reputation in education we now face a crisis in
the area commanding a lion’s share of our state and local tax dollars.

Iowa’s taxpayers remain committed to our children, unfortunately, during
the Branstad years the state teacher’s union - which long ago abandoned even
the semblance of concern for students and teachers - was given near total
control of our most vital resource - our education system.

We simply cannot educate students in Iowa effectively, nor regain our
status as a leader in global education if we do not take on this powerful and
vested interest known as the I.S.E.A. and its larger, corrupt affiliates.



The Quest Begins
In his opening paragraph

Schmidt made plain the
aims of the two unions:

“Sensing a once-in-a-
generation opportunity to
influence both state and
national education policy,
the two major teachers'
unions and their state af-

filiates are mounting intensive efforts to affect
the outcomes of many of the nation's 36 guber-
natorial elections.

The Branstad Choice
In the article Schmidt effectively summarizes

the rationale behind I.S.E.A.’s controversial en-
dorsement of Gov. Branstad:

“Union officials said Mr. Branstad won their
support with his promise to raise the state's
teacher salaries to the national average within
four years and his cooperation during his most
recent term in pumping $92.5 million into teacher
salaries and giving teachers a stronger voice in
setting standards for the profession. They also
praised his efforts to include the N.E.A. in the
setting of national education goals as chairman of
the National Governors' Association.”

‘The thinking was that we would lose credibil-
ity as an organization if we failed to support a
Governor who had turned 180 degrees in terms
of his support for education,’ said Bill Sherman,
a spokesman for the I.S.E.A.”

To view the full article online goto: http://
www.edweek.org/ew/articles/1990/10/10/
10370050.h10.html.
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The first step of the
next Governor must
be to fire the
current director of
the Iowa Depart-
ment of Education
and clean house at
the division and
bureau level. Now,
some of these
individuals might
be retained but only
if their ability to
service the new
mission – educating
children - exists.

Ms. Judy Jeffrey, Director
 Iowa Department of Education

All Iowa’ s Large School
Districts Officially Failing!

Over the Labor Day weekend the Iowa De-
partment of Education quietly released the most
damning report in Iowa’s academic history: “The
State Report Card for No Child Left Behind -
Sept. 2009.”

Of Iowa’s 1442 public schools 293 (20.3 %)
are officially failing or “schools in need of assis-
tance” and of Iowa’s 362 school districts 24
(6.6%) are officially failing or “districts in need
of assistance” including all eight districts that
belong to the powerful “Urban Education Net-
work.”

The districts that comprise the Urban Educa-
tion Network are:

• Cedar Rapids
• Council Bluffs
• Davenport
• Des Moines
• Dubuque
• Iowa City
• Sioux City
• Waterloo
What’s even more alarming is that 28 of the 29

high schools in the
Urban Eight are fail-
ing and 34 of the 37
middle/junior/inter-
mediate schools in the
Urban Eight are fail-
ing.

Schools in the Ur-
ban Education Net-
work comprise
15.46% of Iowa’s
schools yet they have
45.05% of Iowa’s failing schools.

Despite the overwhelming empirical evidence
that Iowa’s larger schools are failing while Iowa’s
smaller districts are teaching students to read,
write and compute the Iowa Department of
Education has for years targeted the smaller
districts with the aim of eventually creating much
larger districts - districts that look very much like
those that continue to fail.

At what point does Governor Culver demon-
strate real leadership and address this crisis?
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Education Reform & Accountability: The Centerpiece
Iowa’s state quarter features a schoolhouse. Iowa’s educational standing in the world is legendary. To understand the need for education reform

and accountability in Iowa we must understand the history, evolution and mystique of  “Iowa Education.”
Iowa’s public and private education system evolved as a gift to our children. An agrarian state, the eldest son was most often

named heir to the land and life time of labor.
To our other children, we gifted the best education we could provide them at the elementary, secondary and post secondary

levels. For this reason we created not only our free public k-12 systems, but we created and invested in the most extensive
network of private colleges, per capita, in the world. All Iowa’s children might not receive land at their parents’ passing.
They would receive an inheritance of substance - an Iowa education. Most of Iowa’s districts have upheld that standard.
A few very large districts, however, where corruption and incompetence flourish, have diminished significantly the quality
of education in Iowa.

Unfortunately these districts, particularly the Des Moines District, have been protected by a State Department of
Education more interested in closing effective districts like the Russell Iowa School District than addressing the blatant fraud,
waste, abuse, misfeasance, malfeasance and dereliction of duty in the larger, powerful districts.

The good news is our education system is a lot like the New York Yankees, Boston Celtics or Dallas Cowboys pro sports
teams when they were really bad. Great foundations, fixable situations, championship potential. Better players and tough
love are the keys.

The keys to reforming Iowa’s education system:
• The first step of the next Governor must be to fire the current director of the Iowa Department of Education and

clean house at the division and bureau level. Now, some of these individuals might be retained but only if their ability to
service the new mission – educating children - exists.

• Mandate accurate data reporting. For too long the State Department of Education has not only protected outright
lying about data from enrollment to graduation numbers, but they have encouraged it.

• Take on the corrupt leadership of the ISEA (Iowa State Education Association). Long ago this cornerstone of Iowa education
abandoned any illusion of caring about kids and teachers. The main goal of its leadership has become to secure high levels of compensation while advancing personal agendas and political ambitions.
The next administration must have a showdown with them.

• Opt out of No Child Left Behind.
• Repeal the Model Core Curriculum and restore true local control to Iowa education.
• Dramatically reduce the number of education bureaucrats by 5,000 – 10,000 redirecting the $500 to $750 million or more in annual savings to improved teacher compensation, reduced classroom

sizes and vital services such as building level parent involvement coordinators and enhanced vocational and technical education for those students that not only are not going to go to college but
under the current system are unlikely to complete high school.

• Creation of an Iowa Education Commonwealth. This would be a three-tiered structure. The State Department of Education would cease any policy role and simply focus on accountability
to the expenditure and the result. The second tier would be the restoration of AEAs as education cooperatives providing technical support and administrative support to local educational units.
Iowa does not need nearly 400 education bureaucracies when we could get by with less than two dozen. Finally, at the local level, communities would be given the option to consolidate, maintain
their current status, or emancipate their schools and return them to their local communities. So what if Iowa goes back to 5,000 school districts if we only have a couple of dozen bureaucracies
performing the administrative tasks?

• Transfer budget authority to the building level rather than the bureaucratic level. Currently money in Iowa follows our students, in theory, which is why if a kid goes to Waukee instead
of West Des Moines, Waukee gets the money. That’s where it stops. If we actually sent state and local tax dollars to the building level instead of the central administration, without increasing
education spending one cent, we could raise average teacher compensation in Iowa to $80-90,000. We could afford a second adult in the class, more librarians, more music and art teachers, more
guidance counselors, and more school nurses – like we used to. Instead we have big districts like Des Moines that spend on paper  57% on instruction, but in reality only 20 to 30 cents out of
every dollar reaches the classroom, if that.

• True innovation. Paying teachers $80,000 – 90,000 will upgrade the caliber of  teachers in the classroom, which is a must. As an aggregate, teachers are amongst the lowest-achieving college
graduates in America. With real compensation we would be able to compete for the students that currently become accountants, engineers, doctors and lawyers.

• True innovation would revolutionize our schools. Not only should we let the money follow the student, but if a person is licensed to teach in Iowa they would be able to teach. Imagine
what would happen if we allowed education collaboratives to open schools of fine arts and business academies and advanced science academies because the thousands of dollars of state and local
funding could now go to those places where a parent wanted the child to attend school. True competition fueling excellence and innovation at the highest levels. True, it would destroy the ISEA,
but I can live with that. I’m sure the teachers making two to three times as much could live with it also as they cease to be the shoulders upon which ISEA union bosses stand; becoming true professionals,
compensated accordingly.

“At what point shall we expect the approach of danger? By what means shall we fortify against it? Shall we expect some transatlantic
military giant, to step the Ocean, and crush us at a blow? Never! All the armies of Europe, Asia and Africa combined, with all the treasure
of the earth (our own excepted) in their military chest; with a Buonaparte for a commander, could not by force, take a drink from the
Ohio, or make a track on the Blue Ridge, in a trial of a thousand years. At what point, then, is the approach of danger to be expected?

I answer, if it ever reach us it must spring up amongst us. - Abraham Lincoln -



An Iowa Worth Fighting For:
A Ten Step Vision Plan for 21st Century Governance

Website: www.AnIowaWorthFightingFor.com
“An Iowa Worth Fighting For: A Ten Step Vision Plan for 21st Century
Governance” presents a powerful and resonating strategy to reclaim our
“Iowa Way of Life,” to defend our “Iowa Values,” and to preserve our

great state for our children and their children to come.
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